ELEVATE Project Presentation in Irig
On October 31, 2025, a presentation of the ELEVATE project was held in the garden of the school restaurant at Ribarski Square in Irig. The event brought together representatives of various organizations, institutions, and associations from the local community, with the aim of introducing the project and jointly identifying needs that will serve as the basis for defining future pilot activities.
The event was opened with a welcome speech by a member of the ELEVATE team, who presented the main information about the project, its importance for the local community, and the objectives of the meeting. It was emphasized that the project aims to improve the quality of life, particularly for older people and vulnerable social groups, through the development of inclusive and intergenerational activities.
In the continuation of the event, participants introduced themselves individually, presenting their organizations and fields of work. Among the attendees were representatives of women’s associations, social groups, pensioners’ associations, educational institutions, as well as representatives of the local self-government. This introduction contributed to better mutual understanding and laid the foundation for future cooperation.
The central part of the program was the presentation of the ELEVATE project, during which the objectives, planned activities, and expected results were presented in more detail. Special emphasis was placed on the development of pilot programs based on intergenerational cooperation, as well as on improving the social inclusion of older people and persons with disabilities. The importance of adapting activities to the real needs of users and the local community was also highlighted.
Following the presentation, an interactive discussion was held with the participants, focusing on identifying key needs and challenges within the community. Participants actively contributed by sharing their experiences, suggestions, and initiatives. The most significant challenges identified included social isolation of older people, a lack of activities for meaningful use of free time, and the need for greater availability of programs for persons with disabilities. The importance of strengthening cooperation between different sectors and organizations was also emphasized.
Based on the discussion, opportunities for developing concrete pilot activities were identified, including the organization of workshops, educational and social programs, as well as the adaptation of spaces to ensure accessibility and functionality for all users.
At the end of the event, the key conclusions were summarized. It was noted that there is strong interest and willingness among local stakeholders to participate in the project, as well as a clear need for continuous communication and cooperation. It was agreed that the collected suggestions and inputs would be taken into account in the further planning of project activities.
The presentation was conducted in a constructive and collaborative atmosphere, and its outcomes represent a solid foundation for the further implementation of the ELEVATE project and the development of pilot programs tailored to the needs of the local community.
